
Fluoridation News
New Jersey heads towards
mandatory fluoridation
New Jersey, the US State with one of the lowest percentages of population covered
by water fluoridation schemes, looks poised to vote for mandatory, State-wide
fluoridation in the not too distant future.

The New Jersey Public Water Supply Fluoridation Bill is already well on its way
through the State legislative system, having already been approved in 2012 by large
majorities in the Health Committees of both the Senate and the Assembly. 

Under the Bill, all community water systems in the State would be required to
become fluoridated within a year of its coming into force.  Currently, only 14% of the
population - around 1.1 million people - are benefiting from this public health
measure.

Senator Joseph Vitale, who is sponsoring the Bill, said: “By fluoridating our public
water supplies we can directly improve the dental health of all New Jerseyans in the
least expensive and most effective way possible.”  

He added: “With more than half of New Jersey’s poverty-stricken children not
receiving any dental care, this legislation would provide some form of basic tooth
protection to many New Jersey children who do not have access to dentists or
regular dental check-ups.  
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New Jersey senator Joseph Vitale, who says
fluoridation will improve the dental health of
the State’s residents in “the least expensive
and most effective way possible”.
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“This is particularly important since most of New Jersey's largest cities, including
Camden, Newark, Jersey City and Paterson, do not have fluoridated water.  All
children, whether their parents can afford to take them to see a dentist every six
months or not, should have equal access to fluoride and its lifelong health benefits.”

According to the New Jersey Dental Association, the State would see an estimated
saving of $108 million per year in dental treatments, reducing overall health care
costs for both insured and uninsured New Jerseyans. 

Operating costs for adding fluoride into a New Jersey water system are estimated to
be between 50 cents to three dollars per person per year, in comparison to the
estimated cost of filling a decayed tooth, which is just over $101.

Other US States with mandatory fluoridation legislation on their statute books include
Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Minnesota, Nebraska, Ohio, South Dakota and Nevada.

The precise terms of the legislation vary from State to State.  In some instances,
there is a specified minimum number of properties - from as few as 1,500 to as many
as 100,000 - that need to be connected to a community water supply system before
the fluoridation law applies.  There are also exemptions, such as a lack of funding for
equipment or running costs.

All 50 US States have water fluoridation schemes in operation.  The following States
supply optimally fluoridated water to over 90% of their residents connected to
community water supply systems: Maryland (99.8%); Kentucky (99%); Minnesota
(99%); Georgia (96%); North Dakota (96%); Illinois (95%); Indiana (95%); Virginia
(95%); South Carolina (94%); South Dakota (93%); Iowa (92%); Tennessee (91%);
West Virginia (91%); Michigan (90%); Wisconsin (90%).  In addition, the District of
Columbia (Washington) supplies fluoridated water to 100% of its population.

The New Jersey Dental Association
estimates that, if fluoridation were
mandatory in the State, there would
be savings of around $108 million per
year in dental treatments avoided.

In 15 US States, plus Washington DC,
optimally fluoridated water is
supplied to over 90% of residents
connected to community water
systems.


