
March 2013 Fluoridation News
Largest non-fluoridated US county votes by 
a 6 to 1 majority to recommence fluoridation 
A major fluoridation scheme serving Pinellas County on the west coast of Florida came
back into operation on 1st March 2013.  It means that more than 700,000 people living
in St Petersburg, Clearwater, Largo and other cities will once again be benefiting from
this public health measure.

A scheme that had originally been started in 2004 was stopped in 2011 after two 
newly elected commissioners, who had not been involved in the decision to introduce
fluoridation, successfully pushed for it to be terminated.  

However, a public backlash at the loss of fluoridation led to the two anti-fluoride
commissioners being ousted in the November 2012 elections and replaced by 
pro-fluoride representatives.  

When fluoridation was raised again at the Pinellas County board, its commissioners
voted by a massive 6 to 1 majority in favour of reintroducing the scheme.

Between 2011 and 2013, Pinellas County had briefly been the largest US county – in
population terms – without a fluoridation scheme.  Now it has rejoined the vast majority
of major US conurbations by once again supplying fluoridated water to its residents.

Whilst the 2012 election was about a wide range of issues, during the campaign the
two commissioners elected in place of anti-fluoride incumbents had cited the need to
reintroduce fluoridation as one of their campaign priorities.  Local media reports
suggest that their pro-fluoride stance helped toget them elected.
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Since the election, no time has been lost in reintroducing fluoridation to this part of
Florida.  A decisive vote was held on 27th November 2012 and, according to a recent
news release from Pinellas County Utilities, fluoridated water is now flowing from
residents’ taps.  

The Pinellas County scheme is good value for money, costing just 25 cents per
person per year to run.
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